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Open Door School will be closed December 21 – January 2, 2023 for Christmas Break. 
Please check with your SSA for any amendment to schedules during this time period. 

Reminder that the SSA Emergency Number is 740-532-0406.

Rock Hill Student Commits to the University of 
Illinois’ To Play Wheelchair Basketball 

Over the past several years, Kendall Speaks 
has been establishing herself and her athletic 
skills in not only Lawrence County, but also 
throughout the state and on the national stage. 
 
Kendall has had a dream to attend the 
University of Illinois and playing on the 
wheelchair basketball team even before she 
attended Rock Hill High School. This past 
October, that dream came true when Kendall 
committed to the university to continue her 
career in the sport. 
 
As a student, Kendall has worked hard on her 
schooling, maintaining a 4.0 GPA at Rock Hill 
High School. In addition to her academics, 
Kendall has played for the Cincinnati Dragons 
Varsity Wheelchair Basketball team while 
researching and connecting with colleges that 
have the sport within their athletic program. On October 17 — her father’s birthday — Kendall announced 
she had committed to the University of Illinois and the Illinois Wheelchair Basketball #FamILLy. 

“I’m beyond excited to announce that I am continuing my academic and wheelchair basketball career at 
the University of Illinois! Can’t wait to start this next chapter in my life,” said Kendall.  
 
Lawrence County DD wishes Kendall the best of luck in her future journeys… Represent Lawrence 
County well!
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Lawrence County DD’s  
Human Rights Commi7ee 

WHAT IS A HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE? 

Each county 
board of 
developmental 
disabilities and 
each intermediate 
care facility (ICF) 
shall actively 
participate in an 
established HRC 
according to Ohio 
law. 

At Lawrence 
County DD, our 
HRC is composed of three staff from the SSA Department 
and three individuals receiving services. The primary focus 
of the HRC is to safeguard the rights of people with 
developmental disabilities and protect them from 
physical, emotional, and psychological harm. 

HRCs review, approve or reject, monitor, and reauthorize 
behavioral support strategies that include restrictive 
measures for a determined period of time, not to exceed 
365 days. HRCs also ensure that the planning process has 
been followed and that the individual or the individual’s 
guardian has provided informed consent. The committee 
ensures that the restrictive measures are necessary to 
reduce the risk of harm or the likelihood of legal sanction 
and is temporary in nature. The committee ensures that 
the overall outcome of the restrictive measures promotes 
the physical, emotional, and psychological wellbeing of 
the person, and that positive measures are incorporated 
to ensure the person feels safe and respected.

Survey participants needed 
to improve services and 

supports for people with ID/
DD and mental health 

disabilities

The OSU Nisonger Center is
seeking participants for an online 
survey that aims to improve services 
and supports for people with ID/DD 
(intellectual and developmental 
disabilities) and mental health 
disabilities. Participants for the 
survey should include SSAs and 
those who are involved in providing 
services to adults with ID/DD. 

Survey participants will be asked 
about their experiences with mental 
health and DD services and 
supports, barriers to getting services, 
and training needs for professionals 
within the IDD and MHD systems. 

The survey will be completed online 
using Qualtrics. Participants can take 
the survey at any time. It will take 
15-20 minutes to complete. 

Click HERE to take the survey or 
visit the address below 

https://osu.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/
form/SV_d6w34zcvepM7n4W

Cindy Barker from LCDD’s Human Right 
Committee meets with Devin to monitor and 
ensure his rights remain in tact and respected. 
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Christmas at Open Door School
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Contact Us! 

Main Board Office: 740-532-7401 
SSA department and emergency contact: 740-532-0406 
Open Door School: 740-532-1234 
Early Intervention: 740-532-0406 

www.lawrencedd.org 
604 Carlton Davidson Ln., Coal Grove, OH 45638

Christmas tips for people with autism and their 
                                   families

Christmas is a time of joy and celebration, but it can be difficult for some 
autistic people. 

With your help, we’ve compiled a list of autism-friendly tips for the festive 
period. With good planning and clear communication, we hope these tips will 
help you to have an enjoyable Christmas.

- Think about ways you can enjoy the festive season that work for you – don’t feel pressured into doing
things just because that’s what other people do.
- Wherever possible, plan your Christmas in advance with your family, friends and any support services.
- Make sure all plans are shared and you know what you will be doing and when, and who else will be there. 
- Gradually introduce Christmas activities, so as not to interrupt daily schedules. 
- Create decorations-free areas of the home 
- Make a decision on what presents should and should not be wrapped.

Source: National Autistic Society
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